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accorded. He remained at or near Simla for some short time in
readiness to meet the Amir, who at first accepted the invitation.
He was unable to wait longer, however, as there was some delay
in Shir Alf s coming. This happened in December, 1868; his
stay in India was then drawing to a close, and his successor
Lord Mayo was expected to relieve TII.TH in the following month,
January, 1869. So he reluctantly turned Ms face from the
frontier towards Calcutta, leaving for his successor's considera-
tion a full record of what had been contemplated in the event
of Shir Alfs coming in the course of a few weeks.

Before quitting India he sent to England an elaborate
despatch recording the reasons why, in his judgment, British
troops should not be despatched into Afghanistan, nor British
officers sent there in any diplomatic or other capacity, also why
the Government of India should still remain within its existing
trans-Indus frontier.

He felt regret during the last weeks of his stay at Simla at
leaving a spot of wondrous beauty, where he had for several
years established his Government. In that autumnal season
the place was seen at its very best, and every Sunday after-
noon I used to go out for a walk with him, and talk over
old times and events. Though not specially educated in art,
he had naturally a keen eye for the beauties of nature, having
in this respect much sensibility, which always affected him,
though he seldom gave expression to it. On one of these
afternoons we ascended a hill named " Prospect Point/' from
which the best view was to be had of the town and surround-
ings of Simla. There stood the alpine city on its airy height
with cedars or oaks around and profound valleys beneath, a sea
of billft terminated by the white wall of everlasting snow,
and an unclouded sky catching the glow of the setting
sun. " Think," he said, " what a blessing it is that, although we
are not very far from a mountainous frontier held by fierce and
murderous tribes, yet in these hills the people are mild and
harmless, so that here the sick, the holiday-makers, after their
hard work, the women and children, and the helpless of all
sorts, are safe from bloodthirsty marauders. Were it other-